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( 4 ) 


Of ashes of the sun on twilight s pyre, 

Melody in silence of outward grace 

Of solitude of the beauteous eve’s choir; 

Carol of time’s tyranny face to face: 

Bewail no more, my poet, on my death, 

For the West enjoys a Tyrolese peasant’s dance 

Echoless music pesters the soft breath 
Of love amid the cheating elves’ romance: 

To the Arabian Lord, ay, I will fly to thee 
To make an offering on my claret wing; 

A calyx of His martyr’s poppy 

On that - the bird of Empyrean doth sing: 
Listen! The lament of my throbbing zeal! 

As though of venom I had drunk, I feel! 


[ 1967 ] 
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( 3 ) 


Shall I compose an elegy on thy death, 

Or a sanguine lyric from mine tulip’s cud, 
Milord 
wreath 

Of the claret buds to nip in the bud; 

The love, the sweetest love of a crown-prince! 
The greatest king, ah, killed the fated calf! 
Shall I compose an elegy, when I mince 

And cut the ‘feet’ in syllables,' one and half, 

• • 

Two hundred beads the hermit tells and takes 




Not Nemesis, just as melancholy thou art 
Of, mused requiem, of ode on melancholy, 
Drows’d with the odour of fancy, ne’er apart; 

Ay, palsied like the vales of Arcady 

Hark! lips of beauty never canst thou kiss, 

Though thee may’st find that beauty is thy 
soul; 

Adieu; bid O’Moslem to thy charm’d bliss 

The eve! Gnats mourn in a deep-delved hole: 

Poet of the East! Tomb of twilight hue! 

Twilight-world for thine largesse, yet pine; 

My glimmering lark! O, Rose! O, Pearl of 
dew! 

My goblet brimm’d with thy tumultuous wine: 
Thou spark’d like a meteor, full of glow! 

Thou god of time, though it doth not know! 


may fall like mild dew on the 


5 


The chaplet of his rosary in his hand: 

A tragedy of the weaker-vessel makes 

* • 

The epilogue, the moon-lit night, the sand; 

On the shivering throne of marble sit the 
kings 

Milord 


5 


and ‘all’s well that ends well’ doth 


sing. 


[ 1967 ] 
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Zephyr us, thou art jocund! 

That mounts Timotheus higher; 


V 

* 
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But in our hallowed Eden 

Why art thou mute and dire? 
Sathanas’ beauteous damsel! 

Thy cheeks are the glistening West 
Thou art not the Jewish State, 

But cuckoo’s noisy nest. 

0’ 2 Albion’s Sire of peace! 
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Neath wings thy claws, I see 
Tyrannous flood of Saracen 

Rises in tranquillity. 

Son of the Dome of Rock! 

Thy cure is not intellect 

But midnights prayer to God; 

Betwixt all myth and fact 
Ah! Blood-bespotted, fiery 

Ah! Ruby mine is Aqsa 
Retrieve, O’Slave of Muhammad! 


? 


y 


y 


Thine Alpha and Omega 
Be silent East and West, 

My plectrum plucks the best. 


[1969] 





. Zephyrus was the Greek god of the west wind, and 
Timotheus an eminent musician in Greek Mythology, 
is said that when Zephyr blew stronger and stronger, 
Timotheus sang louder and louder. 

2. These lines refer to Earl Bertrand Russell's silence on 
the sacrilege of the Al-Aqsa Mosque. 
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